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Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
14 t1' Floor, Harristown 2 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

To Whom It May Concern : 
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~ 
CiO1VI1~I0`N"WEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
° ., ;'333 MARKET STREET 
HARRISBURG, PA 17126-0333 

www.pde.state .pa.u s 

March 8, 2006 

Attached, please find a copy of a letter from the Bureau of Career and Technical Education 
regarding a statement letter from Aldo Jackson on proposed 22 PA. Code, Chapter 339 Vocational 
Education. 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 717-787-5530 or 
lburket cr,state .pa.us . 

Lee Burket, Ed.D. 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Career and Technical Education 



Aldo Jacl~son 
Director 
Erie County Technical School 
8500 Oliver Road 
Erie, PA 16509 

Dear Dr. Jackson : 

cc : 

	

Senator Rhoades 
Senator Musto 
Representative Stairs 
Representative Roebuck 
IRRC 
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HARRISBURG, PA 17126-0333 
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March 7, 2006 

Sincerely yours, 
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1'i~ .i .l_f' 1 .~~'~ .i 

Lee Burket, Ed.D . 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Career and Technical Education 

Thank you for your statement letter of March 6, 2006 on proposed 22 Pa. Code, Chapter 
339 Vocational Education . 

Your letter is considered as official public continent . Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Regulatory Review Act, copies of your comments will be provided to the Independent Regulatory 
Review Commission (IRRC) and the Chairpersons of the House and Senate Education 
Committees . 

The Regulatory Review Act provides that information on proposed and final regulations be 
mailed to public commentators at their request. If you would like to receive the final-form of these 
regulations when they are finalized, please send your request to me at the address printed above . 
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FROM : ERIE COUNTY TECHNICA 18148649400 

E'Xie County 

Tec~~~ca.l 
Sci,ool 

Dr, Lee Aurkctt 
Acting hirector 
Bureau of~Career and Technical Education 
Pennsylvania hepartm~nt of Education 
333 Market Street, 6'" Floor 
Harrisburg, kA 17126-0333 
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.RE : Public Comment : Chapter 339 Standards 

Dear Dr . Burkett : 

March 6, 2()OG 
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The .following comments regarding revisions to the Chapter 339 Vocational Education Standards nre submitttrd for your consideration, By virtue of a reczntly adopted resolution, all 11 superintendents 
whose School districts support the: Erie County Technical School take exception to the proposed rwisions to Chapter 339 as published in the t~ebruary 4, 2W6 Pennsylvania Bulletin . 

The school districts of Northwestern Pennsylvania have made a concerted effort to insure that al.l studenC.e are well prepared to pursue the career of their choice upon graduation . In doing so, the districts have redes.igncd h.ibh school curricula to offer relevant and rigorous courses that prepare students for 
successful employment in today's world . The districts have used School-to-Work, Tech Prep and 
vocational funding to suppoR the newly designed programs . Acetas to these .funds is essential to their 
continued success . 

lRevised and enforced Chapter 339 Standards will virtually eliminate access to Tech Prep and 
vocational fundinb for district-based programs that are a vital component of our workforce development 
efforts . The proposed revisions to Chapter 339, primarily the rigid definition of "compteter" and the requirement of 360 hours annually, will eliminate all vocational funding to career and technical education programs offered cu the compn;hensive high schools across the Commonwealth . 

These district-based programs meet the other import rnt requirements and the intent of the Chapter includinb those delineated in Section 339.4 including thz requirement thaC sending schools and career and tcchnic;rl schools plan instructional programs jointly, and the requirement for students to complete the educational and occupational objectives Corm annually, 

The district-based programs also embrace Sections 339.21 curd 339.22 . Section 339 .21 adds a requirement that guidance counselors help students make informed decisions related to academic 
achieven~enC a.nd post-hibh school op.portunitie~ . 1'he districts concur with Section 339 .22, includinb : 
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statcng that the purpose of approved programs is to prepare students for high priority occupations, successful employment and post secondcuy education, 
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Dr . 13urkett 
March 6, 2006 
Page z 

reinforcing Chapter 4 and the integration of academic standards into the carver and technical 
education curriculum, 
requiring; that planned instruction includes academics, and, 
reinforcing the requirement for schools to develop secondary and post secondary artieula.tions . 

We believe the focus on academic standards as a requirement for quality vocational programs to 
be appropriate, As such, it is lobrical, indeed necessary, to include the academics as part of the 360-hour 
requirement. Doing so is consistent with the gveral .l intent of the chapter, the goals of Project 720, the 
recommendations of the Jobs for the 1~uture Report and the agenda for "Job Re;jdy PA." 

The proposed language of Chapter 339, especially the 36U-hour requirement to designate a 
completer and allow access to vocational funding, is inconsistent with the Jobs .for the Future Report . 
That report specitieally rceom.mcnds taking steps to : a) integrate career and technical education with 
bro~dcr secondary school reform efforts, and b) improve the quality of career and technical zdueation at 
the secondary level in meeting Pennsylvania's education and workforce needs . The proposed language 
effectively cl:iminates funding for district-based programs, thus discouraging the development of eFfcetivc 
career and technical education programs . 

Some probram approval based on a shorter time requirement is necessary to exp~md the capacity 
o.f secondary canter a.nd technical education progruns . The superintendents o.f the sending schools and 
the director of the ,Erie CountyTechnical School have two recommendations . First, that some part of the 
academic course tequirements offered at the secondary schools be counted as part of the 360-hour 
requirement . Additionally, we recommend modifying the 360-hour requirement to incl.udc an hourly 
n:yu.irement that approximates 240 hours for district-based programs . This second recommendation 
includes consideration for partial funding of thz 240-hour programs . 

Your consideration of these points and the possibility of further public comment prior to adoption 
o.f the eha.ngcs to Cha.ptcr 339 is appreciated . In addition, the Superintendents of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania wou .l.d welcome the opportunity for further discussion regarding Chapter' 339 and the 
funding that is essential to the development of Pennsylvania's workforce and the future success of career 
.u1d technical education programs in our Commonwealth . 

Respectfully yours, 

Aldo R . Jackson, 
Director 

cc : 

	

Nfr: Jim Auckhcit, Executive Director, State Aoard of Education 
Dr . Gerald L. 7ahorchak, Secretary of Education 
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8500 Oliver Road 
Eric, Pennsylvania 16509-4699 
(Tel) R14.R64 .0641 
(Fax) 814 .864 .9400 
vnuw,cctv .org 
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D Please Reply 

'The information contained in this facsimile rtnnymittul iN eonfidenaal and is intended only for the use of the recipient named 
above . 1 f.the render of this information is not the intrndcd rccipirnt or cmploym or nsent respnnsihle for delivery oF~ this 
information to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that this not a waiver of privilege, and any dissanination, 
distribution or copying of this information in strictly prohibited . If you have received this informauon in error, then pla~c 
immcdintaly notify the sender by tdt:phone and return the original to the sender by 1J .S . Mail at the address below . 
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